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Changing of the Seasons 
What a relief! Lower temperatures, and even some rain. Hurrah! And 
didn’t the ground need it, our green and pleasant land had turned 
strangely yellow and parched. 

I suppose that we should be grateful to have had an actual summer this 
year, (thank you Lord) but for several weeks in July and August, despite 
all the jobs that needed doing, I found it too hot to do anything that 
would cause me to raise a sweat, even thinking about it felt like it was 
too much effort. 

But now the grass in Southfield’s park is green again, and the days are 
cooler, and shorter too as we move into autumn. 

Now it is harvest time, and damsons are weighing down the branches 
on our tree. Damson crumble mmm! 

Of course, everything needs pruning, tying back and tidying up now 
before the winter hits, if we get an actual winter this time. Other 
countries have climate, we have weather, and we need to be flexible 
and possibly stoical to take account of what we receive. 

But the other side of that particular coin is that we seldom get the 
extreme events, as I write the trees here are being shaken by the tail 
end of a major storm from the other side of the Atlantic, Hurricane 
Florence has caused devastation over there. We should be grateful for 
not being hit by such extreme events, and hold those who are, in our 
prayers. One man’s exciting news story, is another families tragedy.  

Pray for all the victims, and pray for our world and our children’s world, 
for it is the generations to come who will have the, global 
warming/climate change, whirlwind to harvest. 

David Beresford 
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Words of Inspiration   
 
 

God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth give way and 
the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake with their surging. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
Come and see what the Lord has done, 
the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease 
to the ends of the earth. 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire. 
He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

Psalm 46 

 
 
 

               October 2018 



3 

News of the Fellowship 
 
We continue to pray for Penny Griffin and her family after Geoff’s 
sudden death and for all those who mourn and deeply miss loved ones 
who have died recently. 

We remember those who are unwell, receiving treatment or 
recovering from illness. We think of Ron Ryder, Marjorie Gensmantle, 
Eileen Rainbow, Hilary Ketton, Kath & Edwin Newbold and Edward 
Atkin’s mother, Vi. 

We think of all those who have made a new start recently, it may be a 
new job, new school, new house or new relationship. 

We pray that the change, which may be difficult, will be worthwhile and 
bring joy into their lives.  

Thank you 
Barry Royston would like to thank everyone for the cards and good 
wishes following his recent stay in hospital. 
 

Quiet Reflections 
Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 

All his wonderful passion and purity. 
O thou Spirit divine, all my nature refine, 
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me. 

 
Lunchtime Concert 

The October concert sees a return visit of Vanessa White who is an 
exceptional young violinist studying at the Royal Manchester 
Conservatoire. She has strong local connections through schools in 
Leicestershire and she will be accompanied by her mother, Melanie 
Reinhard, who is head of keyboard studies at the endowed schools. 
Melanie has been very supportive of the lunchtime concerts and will be 
bringing a group of talented students to perform next February. This will 
be a concert nor to miss! 

David Gabe 
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Golden Wedding Thank You’s 
 
One of the highlights of this year will surely be the four Golden Wedding 
couples who shared their celebrations with us in September. We said 
Congratulations to them but we must now say a big thank you for a 
memorable occasion in so many ways. Although Golden Weddings are 
becoming more frequent to have four together in Church explaining 
thankfully why they are still together with such humour was very special. 

David Gabe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would just like to say THANK YOU to our four golden couples for the 
wonderful celebrations on Sunday 23 September.  It was a pleasure to be 
able to share in a service of worship with them and a super lunch. 
Each one of each couple is woven into my journey of faith at LBC and 
beyond.  
 
I hope I speak for many of us who were there and for those who couldn't be 
in saying thank you for all they have brought to LBC over their time 
connected with the church. I am sure we will continue to benefit from their 
commitment to both LBC and the Christian faith.  As someone said to me 
on Sunday it is a milestone to mark but they are still in training! 

God bless each of you. 

Rowena Limb 
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Looking Forward to the Festive Season! 

Before the Christmas season gets in to swing, the Fellowship Team is 
setting the scene with a  

Festive Film Night on Friday November 27th at 7.00 pm. 

The popular film “Miracle on 34th Street” (1994) will be shown – and to 
continue the festive feel, mince pies, mulled wine & hot chocolate will be 
served. 

Tickets will be available after Sunday services or from the church office 
at £4.00 each, with children under 12 years old at £1.00 or free with an 
adult. 

Come to rekindle an old memory, or to get the “feelgood” factor flowing! 

 

Carolling Christmas 2018 
takes place on the morning of 

Saturday 15th December 
 

This event has been a popular herald to the Christmas Season for 
several years! 

Along with music from singers and musicians, there will also be a craft 
and bakes stall and tasty seasonal refreshments, including hot pork rolls. 

We hope to have many of the groups who have visited us previously 
along with the “residents” from our own church. 

The chosen charity to benefit from both this and the Film Night will again 
be Barnado’s. This historic Children’s Charity has long been supported 
at Christmas by our church and still has many different services to offer 
vulnerable children.  

http://clipart.christiansunite.com/1537785661/Christmas_Clipart/Trees_Clipart/Trees004.gif�
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What does peace mean to us? 
 

Answers from passers-by at the Festival Forecourt Event 
Thursday August 24th – Saturday August 25th 

 
The entrance to the Forecourt, where the Welcome leaflet was offered 
and conversations took place, was also close to the First World War’s 
Baxter Gate Baptist Church War Memorial.  Beside it had been donated 
a beautiful cream  “Peace” rose in flower with buds, and below the 
Memorial was a “Peace Garden” created with the help of the Glebe 
House Gardeners which had and continues to give a superb display of 
white perennials. The Memorial commemorates former members of 
Loughborough Baptist Church who had fallen in the First World War. 
Another Memorial to the fallen Wood Gate Baptist Church servicemen   
can be seen on the opposite wall.  
 
The Welcome leaflet provided details of all the activities in the Festival 
Forecourt for children and adults, besides lunch and a variety of home 
cooked refreshments in the Church Coffee Lounge.  These were warmly 
welcomed by several visitors, who are planning to come again!. For 
children, there was  story-writing , poppy making, ever popular colouring 
of small `Peace` dove cards  which were also given to children passing 
by. There were also details of other Church events, concerts, and 
including the leaflet of activities followed by tea at the monthly `Messy 
Church’.  One visitor was very glad of an opportunity to pray for a family 
member and who came into the church, met our minister  and placed a 
prayer, to be regularly prayed for, on the Prayer Tree inside the Church. 
Visitors may do so privately if wished. “What is Peace to you?” passers-
by were asked. An explanatory Peace Display Board was provided, 
together with books on war poetry and art and several people browsed 
over them and gave comments.  
 
“No nukes” leaflets, a sign-up letter and information about the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament was provided by Rev. David Patterson who 
was also available for discussion at times. 



7 

What were the answers to `Peace’ questions from passers by?        
Overall, as a Bank Holiday week-end, there were fewer visitors to the 
Loughborough Market with early shoppers arriving purposefully each 
day on buses from villages and towns, even including Nottingham.  
They often returned laden, with little time for comments. Later on, 
visitors usually appeared to be out for a leisurely Market shopping  trip  
and to see friends . However, several were attracted to coffee or a 
home cooked light  lunch at the weekly Lunch Break in the church and 
were clearly delighted with their visit there, promising  to return!  Young 
couples and young people mostly hastened past without accepting a 
leaflet. 
 
So, given opportunity ,what did we ask?  Firstly,” What and where does 
“Peace”  mean  to you?”  One person said “ I would just want to go 
home, lock my door and make a cup of tea!”. Several said` a quiet 
garden, or country walk,’ and one stipulated ` only the summerhouse  
where I can’t see the weeds’!   A man outside “The Rose and Crown”, 
smoking and with a glass in his hand said  “just to be happy each day”-  
a  good suggestion if not his chosen life-style! Another man said very 
emphatically  “Just family”. Several people of both sexes referred  to 
families as their main lifeline.  Others, looking  more doubtful, were 
asked  “Do you think we can achieve `Peace` in this country/ in the 
world at present? Or in future? 
      
Several people of both sexes referred to families as their main lifeline. 
One male respondent listened seriously, one male respondent studied 
the Peace Display board and returned the leaflet only to add as he left 
“Jesus is the Answer” satirically perhaps?  This was on a Saturday 
when there was a very musical Pentecostal Church market stall and 
members with T-shirts displaying the same message. 
In summary there were just a few respondents to the 50 or more leaflets 
given out but only 10 to 15 people were prepared to fully comment. As a 
Festival it was perhaps not a venue for more serious  comment and 
those who did showed a weekend preference for leisure. More generally, 
there did seem to be a negative attitude to  hopes of  peace in the future, 
unsurprising, at the present time.  
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Thinking more deeply about war at this time  was especially beyond 
most younger people’s memory or knowledge. Hopefulness about the 
solution being achieved was seen to be a matter of faith, of whatever 
religion or creed. Only one reply from a Christian about `Peace” referred 
to his faith and the value of a church fellowship .   
 
“Count your Blessings” on the Forecourt Festival leaflet was the 
main ”Peace” message seeking to bring hope and a welcome invitation 
to the Baptist Church for those who visited . As the centenary  
anniversary of World War One approaches we have to think of and find 
ways to resolve human conflicts by peaceful means.                        

Hilary Cramer 
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Letters from the Second World War 
 
In the 1914-18 War the Church had sent regular newsletters and 
Christmas parcels to 65 men who had been in the Church Sunday 
School and were then serving in the armed services. We 
commemorated this in our Church with a noted display in the Assembly 
Hall four years ago, based on the many replies received.  
 
In the Second World War the Church commissioned a Forces Welfare 
Committee in early 1940 to repeat the organisation set up in the 1st 
World War. The purpose was to ensure that regular contact was 
maintained with servicemen, and giving news of  Church activities and 
of their friends wherever they had been sent.  Miss M. Cockerill was the 
secretary for this task and Mrs. Fred Smith her assistant. At the same 
time the Minister, Rev Scott, wrote that the names of people serving in 
the forces would be remembered in the first Sunday evening service of 
each month  A letter was sent to each serving person four times a year 
which included  a Church news sheet and a Postal Order for 10 shillings 
(50p). At the beginning of the War a Forces New Testament was sent to 
each one who was serving.  
 
We have thirty letters sent from all over the world. The content of  the  
letters is very different from those received from servicemen in the First 
World War.  No mud and horrors of trench warfare but travel to where 
the men were needed for the fighting and, as most are written near the 
end of the War, the writers are looking forward to being back home with 
their families with some looking forward to  serving again in the Church. 
An example of the appreciation of this church contact came from Eric 
Briers who wrote from a very hot and sticky Bengal in India in July 1945:  
“I do sincerely thank you and all the good friends of Baxter Gate who 
send these gifts and interesting letters from time to time. Throughout all 
the long years I’ve been in the army you have kindly remembered me 
wherever I’ve been and mere words cannot express my deep gratitude 
and appreciation”.  
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They were, as for the first World  War, serving in a wide range of places 
and climate from the snows of the Italian mountains to the heat of India 
and Africa but importantly the post got through, helping to keep them in 
touch with home.  
 
J.H.Fuller writes from Kenya in September 1945:  
 “I hope this won’t appear to be too much of a bolt from the blue. 
Actually it’s a reply to a letter you wrote to me dated May ’45 which for 
various  reasons has just shown up here”. 
 
Where there was an opportunity for worship this was eagerly taken up. 
As Frank Yeomans who was serving in the South East Asia Air Force 
puts it:  
“One of our number who was a Lay Preacher at home started a series 
of Sunday services held in a straw hut with none of the helps such as a 
piano and  arched roof to aid the acoustics  However, in spite of this 
and our rough table and forms none of the sincerity was lost. The 
hymns were chosen by ourselves and the lesson read by the 
Commanding Officer. After some time the station was spilt up and I am 
afraid that the leader has passed from our little world.  
After a period of tent life in which we fought a hard battle with the 
monsoon rain we now find ourselves with a solid roof over our heads... 
So we can’t complain!” 
 
Rev.Scott asked for  suggestions for the future of the Church and 
particularly  for the boys in the Sunday School. Several writers  replied 
to this including Denis Pearson  from the Royal Signals Camp in 
Scarborough:  
“You refer to a proposed plan for an organisation for the boys of the 
Sunday School and I suggest two, namely the Boys Brigade and Boy 
Scouts. Personally I consider the Scout movement is one of the best 
youth organisations going besides being a brother movement to the Girl  
Guides which the girls already have in being”. 
 
Surprisingly, near the end of the War and coming from the Brand Hill 
Camp at Woodhouse Eves, Joyce Strawford wrote:  “Please pass on my 
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thanks to the Church for the gifts and letters which have been very 
much appreciated .....and I am very glad that I can once more take an 
active part in  my own church”.   
 
People in the Services who wrote letters to the Church 
Jo Adey, ; B.Bailey,B; G.H.Beet; Eric Briers; H.Brookes; Bill Brown; 
Fred Elliott; S.Farmer; Jim Fuller; L.Gardener; Percy Grimbley;  Cyril 
Hopkins; Arthur Long; Jo Peat; Denis Pearson; A.C.Smith; Eric Smith; J. 
Smith; Joyce Strawford; H.J.Tompkins; Frank Yeomans. 
The collection of letters was sent by Susan Coote from her mother’s 
effects. 
 

An appeal 
If readers have wartime letters from any of the three town Baptist 
Churches we would be very glad to see them.  

Please contact me, Stan Cramer via the Church Office.  

The preparation of the letters was done by Gordon Mitchell (who did the 
preparation of  letters from the Church servicemen  from the 1914-18 
War). 

Written by Stan Cramer for the Local Baptist History Group. 

 
 

The smile on my face doesn't 
mean my life is perfect.  

It means I appreciate what I 
have and what I have been 
blessed with.  

I choose to be happy! 
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Autumn term 2018 

On the last Monday of the summer holidays Little and Rising Stars bade 
a fond farewell to Pauline, who was kind enough to treat the staff to 
some delicious cakes after the mums had gone. So thanks so much 
Pauline. Very much appreciated! 

Sadly Daphne also had to leave us, so we bade a fond farewell to her 
too, but Doreen, Karen and Heather were all very keen to carry on. 

So thanks to them, and thanks too to my husband David and David 
Warren, who agreed to help with the setting up and putting away, we 
were able, with a few adjustments, to reopen Little and Rising Stars 
after the Bank holiday. 

So we got set up, but come 1pm no one had arrived and I stated to 
worry that no one would come. (They usually start arriving at quarter to). 
However, they then started arriving and twelve families came including 
a new family. 

Then the following week fifteen families arrived including two new 
families.  

And I must say both sessions went very well. We are very fortunate in 
that all the families that come at the moment seem to get on well 
together and seem very welcoming towards new families. And they 
seem to very much appreciate the formula that Pauline and the helpers 
have developed over the years. 

So I won't be changing very much but Pauline is a hard act to follow and 
I won't be able to do everything just the same as she did. 

However I shall do my best and as we had to close the group this week 
because of staff shortages, David and I spent the time having a go at 
sorting the toys, the better to see just what we have and to make it 
easier to get to the toys we need each week. 
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We now plan to continue through until Christmas and I have some ideas 
for what to do each week and am already thinking about Christmas. And 
I am sure Heather will have some great ideas for crafts, so hopefully the 
group will continue to thrive. 

We have about enough staff to be going on with but this is dependent 
on us all being there every week. So if anyone is willing to volunteer to 
help on an occasional basis when staff are sick or on holiday that would 
be great. 

Please have a word with me if you are. 

Also Pauline as the Family Worker had a group of people praying for 
her and the work she did on a regular basis so if anyone would be 
willing to do that for me and the Little and Rising Stars groups that 
would be fantastic. 

Please let me know if you are and I will let you have updates as to what 
to pray for. 

Little and Rising Stars seems to me to be a much needed and 
appreciated group and brings the church into contact with many young 
families that it would not otherwise have contact with.  

So I hope and pray that with the help of a new family worker we will be 
able to keep this work going for years to come and that it will be very 
fruitful in building God's kingdom here on earth. 

Jill Beresford 
 

Monday Nighters 
 
On Monday 1st October we are invited to have "a Nice cup of tea" with 
Sandy Leong.  

On Monday 15th October Daphne Hall will give us a talk entitled 
"Someone's arms around me"  

We also have a Coffee Morning on Saturday 3rd November and would 
appreciate offers of help on that morning and cakes or other items to 
sell. 
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Baptist Women’s Fellowship 
 

September 4th    Gert spoke about ‘ Encounters’, recalling reunions with 
Junior School classmates and recognising some straight away. He read 
the story of the Samaritan woman at the well, her encounter with Jesus 
which changed her life, becoming the first evangelist.  
We heard stories of people in different churches where he was minister, 
how they came to encounter Jesus, their baptisms and the joy in their 
faces - very moving stories. Did they remind us of our encounters with 
Jesus and the difference it made, or reminding us that Jesus is waiting 
for us to meet with him.  
 
September 11th  Pamela Bird led us through a meditation asking us to 
repeat to ourselves the sentences she read out. Each began with the 
word ‘I’ with thoughts relating to our well-being in every aspect of our 
lives, gradually expanding to reactions to other people and finally 
extending to the world and care for our planet. Finishing with the Lord’s 
Prayer – the silence was so deep, it was a shame to break it. 
Personal, thought provoking and a big ‘ask’. 
 
September 18th  In our series on members’ personal history, Barbara 
told of her childhood in Golcar, a large rambling village in the Pennines 
near Huddersfield. Memories stirred by a recent visit with Pauline to see 
homes, school and church. The roads in the older part are very narrow, 
very steep with sharp bends. There were photographs taken in the 
1930s and this September. A day was spent with her best friend also 
Barbara’s friends for 80 years and more memories to share. Barbara 
finished her story in 1946 with her father’s retirement and move to 
Loughborough. 
 
Future Events 
October 2nd Operation Agri: Sowing success in Malawi 
Sat 6th October Coffee morning 
October 9th David Jones 
October 16th Marjorie’s Story 
October 23rd     Ralph Coleman  
October 30th      Pumpkins and Saints 
November 6th   Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer  
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Rotas for October 
 

 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS              
Oct 7th  Ken Cotterill 
Oct 14th In remembrance of Mary Coote  
Oct 21st Sandra Northcote 
Oct 28th Hilary Ketton 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY STEWARDS  COFFEE MORNINGS 
Oct 6th   David Gabe  Operation Agri 
Oct 13th Elaine Grimley  Ladies Choir  
Oct 20th Michael Tebbatt Yarn Angels         
Oct 27th Richard O’Connor Town of Sanctuary 
    

 
 
 

CHURCH STEWARDS 
 
Mornings 
Oct 7th Roy & Moyra Davies, Shade Ojo  
Oct 14th     Margot Gabe, Victoria Edwards  
Oct 21st     Katie Tebbatt, Pat Moore  
Oct 28th       Anne Lockley, Peter Taylor 
             
Evenings Pam Willett & Marcene Crocker 
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Calendar for October 2018 
 
Tues 2nd      10- 12      Yarn Angels 
Wed 3rd       3.30 – 6    Messy Church 
Thurs 4th      11.00        Forget-me-nots  
                    7.30 Prayer: Walking the Labyrinth 
Fri 5th          12.45 Luncheon Club  
 
Sun  7th       10.45        Family Worship: Hebrews 4: 14-16  

 6.00     Evening Communion Service:  
                   1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
 

Thurs 11th     7.30 Prayer: Bread making Prayer 
 
Sun 14th      10.45 Family Service:  Matt 15: 1-20 
 6.00 Evening Worship: 1 Samuel: 28 
   
Tues 16th     10 -12       Yarn Angels 
 12.45 Lunchtime Concert 
Thurs 18th    11.00 Forget-me-nots 
Fri 19th         12.45        Luncheon Club 
 
Sun 21st      10.45       Family Service:  
  Aby Mammon & Home Group 
 4.00        Sunday @ Four 
 
Sun 28th     10.45 Family Communion Service:  
  Mark 18: 21-35   
 6.00 Evening Worship: 1 Peter 1: 1-12 
   
Items for the November magazine should be handed into the office or 
sent to edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk by NOON on Sunday 21st October  

mailto:Edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk
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